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SYLLABLE  LINKS

Introduction:

Word analysis skills enable the developing reader to momentarily analyze an unfamiliar word, divide

it into its phonic, syllabic and structural elements, and then to orally blend the elements with the result

that he is able to pronounce the unfamiliar word.  After pronouncing the word the reader may discover

that he already knows the word’s meaning, or he may need to learn its meaning from one or more of

several sources.  Word analysis skills are primarily concerned with the pronunciation of unfamiliar

words rather than with the meanings of words.

Word analysis skills include three subskills: phonic analysis, syllabic analysis, and structural analysis.

Phonic analysis deals with the basic sound elements of our language, is foundational among the word

analysis skills, and is by far the most critical of the three subskills.  The authors have previously dealth

thoroughly with phonic word analysis skills in their complete testing and teaching tool, Phonic Links,

and related materials.  The present work is limited to the testing and teaching of syllabic word analysis

skills.  It is intended that students should have mastered most of the phonic analysis skills prior to

learning syllabic skills since syllabic word analysis depends upon the student’s ability to verbalize

sounds for the phonic and syllabic elements of larger words, as explained below.

Syllabic word analysis involves the reader in doing three things: (1) dividing the unfamiliar word into

its syllables through the application of one or more of five basic syllabication rules and their variations,

(2) applying phonic word attack skills to the individual syllables, resulting in the reader pronouncing

the individual syllables, and (3) blending the syllables smoothly into a complete, accurately pronounced

word — all in a moment!  It must be emphasized that syllabication is functional only in the
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pronunciation of unfamiliar words.  Exercises requiring students to syllabicate only unfamiliar words

will provide true tests of the student’s syllabication skills and will avoid testing the student’s sight word

knowledge.

Testing Syllabication Skills:

Teachers are most interested in using materials which provide fast, simple, accurate diagnosis and

effective results from teaching efforts.  For efficient and effective testing of a student’s syllabication

skills we present the Total Syllabic Inventory.  The TSI is a single sheet test requiring application of

the five basic syllabic patterns and their variations to unfamiliar words.  It includes five two-syllable

words and five multi-syllabic words for each of the nine pattern variations.  The words were chosen for

their probable unfamiliarity, and also to avoid, as far as possible, the need for structural analysis — a

related skill which may be dealt with in a future publication.  The test requires that the student do, by

either of two methods, the three application-level steps detailed above:

Oral Test Written Test

1. Divide the word into syllables orally with pencil

2. Apply phonic sounds to syllables orally silently

3. Blend syllables to pronounce the word orally silently

When using the oral method, the student is expected to pronounce the syllables correctly and to orally

blend the syllables into a word.  Correct accenting of syllables is not necessary since this must be

learned from the dictionary or other sources.  It is a matter of teacher judgment whether a student passes

any particular item of the test, but the suggested general criteria are:

For the Oral Test Method:

1. About five seconds is allowed for each word.

2. The student passes 8 of 10 words on each part of the test.
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3. (Optional) The student identifies for each part of the test the applicable rule (pattern) in his own

words.

For the Written Test Method:

1.  A fifteen minute time limit for the total test (90 words x 10 seconds per word)

2. The student passes 8 out of 10 on each part.

3. The student marks the consonant-vowel pattern above each word.

The student meeting the criteria for the method selected should be allowed to be excused from

instruction in applicable syllabic word analysis skills.  The TSI is intended to serve sa a pre-test, posts-

test, and permanent student record of his mastery level for syllabic word analysis skills.

Teaching Syllabication Skills:

For those students indicated by pre-testing, the suggested teaching method has the following steps:

STEP 1: MEMORY: The student will memorize sight words incorporating the basic syllabic pattern

being taught.  This will be done by (a) showing the student the three words depicting the syllabic

pattern, (see top of each Teaching page), (b) pronouncing the words for the student, and (c) requiring

the student to drill with the words until they can be pronounced correctly in random order.

STEP 2: DISCOVERING THE PATTERN: (a) Ask the student to find the common syllabic pattern in

the three words.  (b) Ask the student to describe in his own words the rule for dividing words into

syllables which follow this particular pattern.  Or, if you prefer a direct teaching approach, teach the

child the syllabic pattern involved, using the consonant-vowel abbreviated pattern, i.e. VC/CV.  Teach

the rule which goes with the pattern.  (c) Get the child to recite the pattern and the rule.

When the student is able to . . .

• describe the common pattern and
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• describe in his own words the rule for the pattern, then move to the next step.

STEP 3: APPLYING THE PATTERN: Write some words unfamiliar to the student (from the teaching

page being used) on the chalkboard, whiteboard, paper, or other display device.  Ask the student to

syllabicate the words, i.e. to . . .

1. divide the word into syllables with a vertical line

2. apply phonic sounds to each syllable orally

3. blend the syllable sounds to pronounce the word.

Ask the student to explain his response, i.e. to apply to these words the rule he gave during STEP 2:

DISCOVERY.  The teacher may ask, “Why did you syllabicate the word that way?”  If the student has

difficulty in answering correctly, get him to compare the unfamiliar words with the sight words.  Ask,

“How are these new words like the sight words?”  By referring back and forth between the unfamiliar

words and the sight words the teacher must get the student to discover the common consonant-vowel

pattern and to apply that pattern to unfamiliar words in order to divide them into syllables and to

pronounce them.  This is the key point in teaching application-level syllabication skills.  The teacher

must keep the student’s concentration on the task until he sees the relationships involved.  Once the

student has bridged the gap between the known (sight words, and verbalized the rule) to the unknown

(unfamiliar words and same rule) he will need practice in applying his knowledge to the syllabication

of many unfamiliar words which follow the same pattern.  This is provided by a Teaching Page and

three worksheets for each of the syllabic pattern variations.  The Teaching Pages are intended for oral

drill with the teacher or tutor.  The worksheets are intended to be done as written exercises and/or as

individual oral exercises with the teacher or tutor.

Syllabication of Combinations:

Once a student knows all the syllabication rules and can apply them to simple words of two syllables



- 55 -

he is ready to learn to apply the knowledge to words of three or more syllables.  In so doing he will rely

upon his knowledge of all the syllabic patterns and choose which particular patterns are evidenced in

various words.  For practice, both written and oral, one of the three worksheets we have provided for

each pattern is advanced and contains, in addition to the basic pattern several syllables following other

patterns.  These advanced worksheets are grouped together at the end of the entire series.  On thse the

student will apply all his knowledge of syllabication to words of three and more syllables.

Notes on the use of Syllable Links:

1. The two-syllable worksheets (#1-18) may be used in any selected order.

2. When using the final nine worksheets (Multi-syllabic, #19-27) please note that . . . .

• the first horizontal row of each sheet has been syllabicated except for the two syllables

applicable to the pattern being emphasized on that worksheet.

• each word does contain the syllabic pattern being emphasized on that worksheet.

• the two syllables applicable to the emphasized pattern may fall at any position within each word.

• within some words there are syllabic patterns not following any of the nine major patterns

included in Syllable Links.

3. Even with a thorough knowledge of the five syllabic patterns (and their variations) contained in

Syllable Links some words can only be accurately syllabicated by referring to a good dictionary.

Syllabication skills are at best a useful tool on most, but not all, words in the English Language.

4. The longer the word, the more useful are the syllabication rules.

5. A secondary use of syllabication is, of course, for the division of words between syllables at the

right margin in writing and typing, though this need has been mostly superceded by word processing

and computers.



- 66 -

Synopsis of Syllabic Patterns and Rules

Pattern Description

1. VC/CV When two consonants occur together between two vowels the word is usually

syllabicated between the consonants.

Variations:

1a: The two consonants are the same letter

1b: The two consonants are different letters

1c: One consonant is as single letter and the other is a blend or digraph

2. V/CV When a consonant occurs between two vowels the word is usually syllabicated

after the first vowel, and the first vowel has its long sound.

Variations:

2a: The consonant is a single letter

2b: The consonant is a blend or digraph

3. VC/V When a consonant occurs between two vowels the word is sometimes

syllabicated after the consonant, and the first vowel is short

3a: The consonant is a single letter

3b: The consonant is a blend or digraph

4. /Cle When a word ends with the letters le those two letters combine with the

preceding consonant to form the final syllable of the word.

5. /tion When a word ends with the letters tion this combination always forms the final

syllable.
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Teaching Page for Syllabic Pattern 1a

VC/CV (same consonant)

Sight Words

r a b b i t b u z z e r p a s s i n g

Teaching Words

a d d i c t a t t u n e a l l e y

c o m m e n d c l a s s i c b u f f e t

a n n u l b l e n n y a s s i z e

c o t t e r a l l y b e l l o w

c o l l i d e c a l l a n t a d d u c t

b u f f o o n a t t o r n c o n n o t e

c o n n i v e a s s a i l a l l e g e

a l l u d e a c c e p t c o l l o p

b a c c a c r u p p e r b i l l i a r d

c r a n n y b a l l a s t c o s s e t

a s s u r e a f f o r d b a n n o c k

c o l l i e r a c c e s s c o l l a r d

b a r r o w c h e d d a r a s s o i l
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Teaching Page for Syllabic Pattern 1b

VC/CV (different consonants)

Sight Words

p e n c i l p i c n i c n a p k i n

Teaching Words

a d j o i n a d s o r b c o n d o r

c o n j o i n a i d m a n a c r i d

a b l a u t b u t l e r c o m r a d e

a m b i t b o m b a s t c o n j u r e

c o n c e a l c o n g e e c o n d i d

a d j u r e a d v a n c e c o n c u r

a n t i c b a n d o g c a d r e

c o n s e r v e a c m e c o n c o c t

c h a n t e y a b s o l v e a m b u s h

c o n t e n d a c t i n c a n c e l

c a m l e t a d j u s t c o n g e s t

c h a n c e l c o n f i n e a l b u m

a l d e r c h a m b e r c l a m b e r
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Teaching Page for Syllabic Pattern 1c

VC/CV (consonant + blend or digraph)

Sight Words

h a m s t e r n o s t r i l o s t r i c h

Teaching Words

c e n t r i s t e m b l e m g a n g l a n d

i n s p i r e e m p r i s e a s h l a r

f r o n t l e t e s t r a n g e i n c l i n e

g i n k g o t e n d r i l a s t r a l

i m p r e s s i n f r i n g e u m p t e e n

b a l d r i c e n t h u s e v i n t n e r

b a n t l i n e i n s c r o l l u n b r e d

c e n t n e r g a m b r e l a s t h m a

i n f l o w t a p s t e r c e n t r i c

d e x t r a l j a c k d a w m o b s t e r

u n t r u s s c a n t h u s e t h n i c

k i n g l e t e n s l a v e l u s t r o u s
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Teaching Page for Syllabic Pattern 2a

V /CV (single consonant)

Sight Words

s o d a   r a z o r b a c o n

Teaching Words

p i c a p u p a s a l o n

s p u t u m s t r a t u m r a t o o n

r e l a t e s p a t i a l s c o r i a

r u r a l p r o t o n s t i v e r

r i v a l p r e c e p t s e r i n

r e n a l s p i r a n t r e d o n

p r o m o t e s e l a h s e c a n t

p o m a d e p r e c e d e r o b u s t

p h o b i a s a b e r s e d u m

r a m e t p u n y p i t o n

r a t i o n p r i v a t e p a g a n

s o p i t e s e b u m p h y t o n

s a h i b r a b i d p e k o e


